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Kathleen Ramsay

From: Thomas Williams <timwill519@comcast.net>

Sent: Tuesday, October 17, 2017 10:56 AM

To: Kathleen Ramsay

Subject: Marble Works Condominium - Land Conservation Easement

Attachments: Maple Tree danger to Northwest of Bldg - 9.21.17.pdf; Maple Tree letter 10.12.17 from 

MALT.pdf

Hello Ms. Ramsay: Thank you for taking my call this morning. 
 
As I explained, the Marble Works Residence Owners Association owns property that runs from Maple Street to 
the Otter Creek. The condominium building is located on the front section of this property. The land running 
behind our building to the Otter Creek is protected in a Conservation Easement that was granted in 1994 by the 
Marble Works Partnership. Three grantees were designated in this easement: the Town of Middlebury, 
Middlebury Area Land Trust, and the Otter Creek Audubon Society. I am contacting all three grantees to inform 
them of a dangerous situation our condominium faces from a large maple tree that is on the upper edge of the 
easement land and close to our building, and a wooden stairway located within the easement area that runs 
down from behind our building to the grass landing on the edge of the Otter Creek.  
 
The maple tree has cracked at the main union between the two major leaders of the tree. Water has penetrated 
the trunk of the tree from the union all the way down to the roots. The leader closest to our building is the tallest 
with the largest canopy. Should the union split apart this largest leader will fall on our building, while the other 
leader will fall into the easement area and not be harmful. Section 2.C. of the Conservation Easement states: 
"there shall be no removal, destruction or cutting of trees or brush except those trees which present an imminent 
threat to the safety of people and property". This situation was identified by our certified arborist, Jeromy 
Gardner of Bartlett Tree Experts. Attached is a letter he has written to the Condominium Executive Board that 
explains the tree's condition and recommends its removal. Our Board will decide on this situation at its meeting 
on October 27th. I am hoping all grantees of the Conservation Easement will concur with the recommendation 
to remove this tree.  
 
Concerning the stairway down to the Otter Creek, one step in the lower section of stairs has rotted out and three 
to six other steps may need replacement. Our options are to repair the stairway as needed or remove the 
stairway entirely. Personally, I favor repair of the stairs, although they are not used very often. Removal of the 
stairway might be acceptable, since there is a path from the Marble Works Park around the electrical sub-station 
to the grass landing at the Creek's edge. Someday this may be the entrance to a walking path along the Otter 
Creek. The Board's decision on repair or removal may depend on the cost of each option. In the meantime, I am 
hoping all the grantees will agree to leaving this decision to the Condominium Board, who will assume the cost 
of either option.  
 
I have already reviewed these two situations with staff members at the Middlebury Area Land Trust. They have 
had their trail manager, who built the TAM bridges, look at this stairway. MALT is in concurrence with 
removing the maple tree and considers the stairway repairable, although removal of the stairs would also be an 
acceptable option to them. Attached is their letter concerning both the tree and the stairs.    
 
Thank you for presenting these situations for us to the Town's Select Board. If possible, would you provide a 
response to me by Friday, October 27th, so I will have it for our Board meeting that afternoon. 
 
With appreciation,  
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Tim Williams - President 
Marble Works Condo Association  
70 Maple St  Unit 405 
Middlebury VT 05753 
802-989-7035 (h) 
703-626-4712 (c) 
timwill519@comcast.net 
 


